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with the Spaniards and that he also would do his
best to persuade the Pope to grant the absolution.

The Lieutenant-General of the Union had assented
to the armistice because he had no choice* The
mob threatened to throw the priests, whom they
regarded as the main obstacles to peace, into the
river; they turned their backs on the legate when
he gave them his benediction and insulted Feria.
The Spaniards indeed made large offers, to Mayenne,
of little less than the partition of the kingdom.
But to carry on the war, money and men were
needed and not promises, which, moreover, the Duke
did not believe to be sincere, for he knew that the
Sorbonne had advised that everything should be
promised to him and nothing given. Meantime,
with characteristic double dealing he sent a secret
envoy to Rome to urge the Pope on no account to
absolve the King of Navarre, and his son-in-law to
Madrid to persuade Philip II. to promise the hand
of the Infanta to his eldest son.

The truce was prolonged till the end of the year.
When it expired, all in arms against the King were
to expect the punishment of rebels unless they
submitted within a month.

The hope that the Pope would readily grant the
absolution had not been realised. Clement VIIL
scarcely deigned to receive the letter which Henry
IV. wrote to announce his conversion. He would
not listen to the Duke of Nevcrs who was sent as
ambassador. "Don't tell me," he exclaimed, "that
your King is Catholic. I could never believe him
to be converted unless an angel from heaven came